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{Continued from page 73. ] 


THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 
If any farther illustration of this is necessary, we have it 





gospel of your salvation ; [they did not make that rue hy 


believing, which was not true before they believed it,| in 
whom: also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inher- 
itance, until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.” What was that Holy Spirit 
of promise? Answer. It is the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed ip 


clear as the noonday sun, in Paul’s Epistle to the Ephe- | himself ; that in the dispensation of the fulness of Limes, he 


sians; ‘** Ilaving predestinated us unto the adoption of} 


might gather togéther in one ad? things in Christ. Is this 


children by Jesus Christ to himself, (How? ln what man-| disputed? Them read the promise made to Abraham. 


ner?) according to the good pleasure of his will.” Let ity 


* By If have I sworn, saith the Lerd, &c. that in thy 


be remembered, that this predestination is according to, seed [Christ] shall all the nations of the carth be blessed." 


the good pleasure of God’s will. Paul continues—* To 
the praise of the glory of Ais grace, (remember, it is not on 
account of our good works, or faith, or any thing that we 
have done, or can do. Artainians, look at this. And Cual- 
vinists, who send men to their hell for want of good works, 
may look also.) wherein He hath made us accepted in 
the beloved ; un whom we have redemption, (there is no 
redeeming power in ourselves) through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his gruce, where- 
in be hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and pru- 
dence ; (how is this abounding ?—Hear—) Having mude 
known unto us the mystery (secret) of his will, according 
to his geod pleasure which he hath purposed om himself ; 
(now the Apostle is telling the mystery of God’s will, his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in himself. Hear ye 
him.) ‘That in the dispensation of the fulness of times,* 
_he might gather together in one a/l things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, in him.” 
This is the mystery of God’s will, which the Apostle says 
is made known, and which he deciares is his good pleasure. 
Compare this with the Ist Epistle to Timothy, chapter ii. 
where, after exhorting Timothy to pray for all men, he de- 
clares that “ this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour, who will have edi men to be saved,” &c. 
and of “* Christ Jesua, who gave himself a ransom for ail, 
to be testified in due time.” The purpose, will, and good 
pleasure of God, is the salvation of all men, and the gath- 
ering together in one all things in Christ! Paul continues 
—‘* In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh 
all things after the cownse/ of his own will.” Reader, what 
is the purpose of him who worketh all things after the coun- 
sel of his own will? Will you believe Paul, or John Cal- 
vin? Paul says that “ the mystery of his will, accordin 
to his good pleasure, which he bath purposed in himself [is 
that in the dispeusation of the fullness of times, he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ,” &c. God's 
will, therefore, and good pleasure is, the salvation of all in 
Christ. And Paul declares, that he is predestinated ac- 
cording to this purpose, &c. Paul continues—“ That we 
should be to the praise of his glory, who jirst trusted in 
Christ ; in whom ye also trusted [when?] after that ye 
heard the word of truth [what was that word of truth ?] the 





* There were dispensations previous to the Mosaic dispen- 
sation. The Mosaic dispensation ended when the Gospel 
dispensation commenced. The dispensation of the fullness 
of times, must be @ dispensation when all times shall end, 
and a dispensation diferent from ang before, wil then com- 
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Let it be remembered, that unless al) nations are gathered 
together in one in Christ, they never can be blessed in him. 
All the nations, families, and kindreds of the earth, are the 
“ purchased possession.” And the earnest of Paul's inher- 
itance, or evidence, if you please, was the testimonies giv- 
en by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that @// should be 
gathered together in Christ. It is not possible for language 
to be plainer. Paul predicated his own salvation on the 
knowledge of the fact, that it was the good pleasure and 
purpose of God, to gather together in one all things in 
Christ ! This was the gospel of Paul’s salvation ; and it is 
the gospel of the salvation of all men. “ Fearnot. For 
behold, I bring va glad tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, whois Christ the Lord.” Luke ii. 10, 
11. ‘And the Scripture foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen [not the elect] through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, in thee shal! all nations 
be blessed.” Gal. iii. 8. 

This is God's doctrine of electron. It is not the choosing 
afew to life, and condemning the many te endless wretch- 
edness! It is the choosing of a few to testily of the purpose 
of God to save the whole! And the calling of the many to 
the gospel of their salvation, which is * Good tidings of 
greal joy, which shall be to all people,” “ Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with 
gladness ; come before his presence with singing. Knaw 
that the Lord he is God: He hath made us, and not we 
ourselves ; we are his people, and the 8H Exp of his pas- 
ture. Enter into his gates with thankegivieg, into his 
courts with praise : be thankful unto him, bless his name. 
For the Lord is coop ; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth to all generations.” 

[To be continued.} 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
“ All are but parts of one stupendous whole.” 


It is a necessary ingredient in the system of Hopkincian- 
ism, that the happiness of the universe, not only consists 
with, but absolutely requires the misery ofa part of man- 
kind. Were the whole saved, say they, the sum total of 
happiness would be less, than though a part were cast off 
forever; for the joys of heaven will be enhanced by the 
suffering of the damned !—But how is it possible that the 
greatest happiness of the Universe can consist with the mis- 
ery of a part of mankind? Every whole is made up of 
paris; and the happiness or misery of the parts must be 
the happiness or misery of the shole, composed of these 
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parts : the universe is composed of individuals, 


and the greatest happiness of this universe must, 


be the greatest happiness of every individual com- 
posing this universe. To pretend that the great- 
est happiness of the whole universe, requires the 
misery ofa part of its members, is too ridiculous 
for serious belief. We might as well pretend 
that the happiness of a human body required the 
misery of a part of the members which compose 
this body. it ts manifest from the figure under 
consideration, that the happiness of the members 
is the happiness of the body, and the pain of mem- 
bers is the pain of the body. 

We should regard that parent as a monster who 
should attempt to reduce this principle to prac- 
tice, and make his whole family happy, by inilict- 
ing the greatest tortures upon a part of its mem- 
bers. 
sert that the greatest good of his whole family re- 
quired the misery ofa part of his children. His 
conduct would be considered as monstrous, and 
dictated either by insanity, or cruelty. But the 
happiness of the universe can no more consist 
with the misery of a part of its members, than the 
happiness of a family can consist with the misery 
of a part of its members. 

What has been offered upon this head, is con- 
sidered sufficient to confute this absurd hypothe- 
sis. Confute it,did Tsay ? [t needs no other con- 
futation than the bare statement of the proposi- 
tion. For to affirm that the greatest good of any 
whole, requires the endless misery of a part of the 
members which compose this whole, is too ridi- 
eulous for belief. 

But we are told that the saints in glory will feel 
their joy auginented at the sight of the tortures of 
the danned.—T his is representing the inhabitants 
ef ieaven as more cruel and savage than the most 
detestable wretch ever resident upon the earth, 
and better qualified for the society of merciless 
demons, than that of the merciful God, and his com- 
passionate Son. 

Does this accord with the scripture account of 
the feelings of the saints in ight ? Much other- 
wise. The Redeemer represented the angels in 
hght as being heartily desirous of the happiness 
of man, so much so, that the repentance of a sin- 
gle individual would fill the courts of heaven with 
an extacy of joy. (See Luke xv. 7—10.) The 
more pious and godly men are in the present 
world, the greater is their aversion to pain or dis- 
tress. And unless they are more unfeeling in 
heaven than on earth, they can never rejoice at 
the sight of pain. If menare possessed of chris- 
tian charity, they cannot enjoy happiness, while 
their fellow-creatures are experiencing distress 
and anguish. 

And unless men in heaven are destitute of char- 
ity, the torments of the damned, if they were 
endles+, would poison the felicity of the blessed, 


and render heaven a place of suffering. Thus we 


perceive at once, that instead of rejoicing, the in- 


It would be in vain for this parent to as-| 





‘habitants of glory would be clad in mourning, if 
the torture of the wicked should be endless. 
H N. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
iTo the Editor of the Inquirer. 

Dear Sir.—Perhaps nothing so much con- 
tributes to the advancement of those important 
truths, which constitute the doctrine and gospel of 
God—the doctrine of universal salvation, as the 
dissemination of the several publications inculca- 
‘ting that glorious doctrine. —T he welcoming of all 
religious parties and sects, to the columns of these 
|papers as a medium of communicating to the pub- 
\lic their respective sentiments, is a noble speci- 
‘men of catholicism, rarely met with since the era 
‘of immediate inspiration, when it was said, ‘ try 
the spirits.” 

Now the indulgence thus given, ought by no 
means to be considered asa gratuity from one sect 
to another—it is due from each to all others — 
This, if observed, would not only promote reli- 
gious inquiry, butallay those animosities, that be- 
ing unrestrained, naturally generate recrimina- 
tion. If this practice were much more general, 
still no infraction of Editorial right would result 
therefrom, but each would enjoy the entire privi- 
lege of excluding all communications incompatible 
with general utility. Such a procedure in Edit- 
ors, would undoubtedly very sensibly improve 
not only the matter, but the manner of many pub- 
lications. 
the same general faith, and communion, from bela- 
bouring each other on account of minor differen- 
ces—which excite among opposers the sneer of 
ridicule, or the smile of contempt. 

A subject well calculated to effect these, has 
for some time past, occupied a very large propor- 
tion of some papers, otherwise admirably calcula- 
ted to extend the knowledge of Universal Salva- 
tion,—It ts the dispute between Universalists, on 
the subject of future punishment. 

Some have entered upon the contest, with wea- 
pons apparently more suitable for the field of 
Mars, than—the hill of Zion. Others, have en- 
rolled their names, and breasted most heroically 
the shafts of battle, whose talents and influence, it 
is confidently believed, might not only bave been 
more usefully employed, but also have put an 
eternal veto upon discussions, so useless—so un- 
necessary.—lIs it indeed the fact, that Editors are 
reduced to the miserable alternative of either 
leaving a blank, or of filling it with matter that 
must and does disgrace their cause ? Or is the 
field of controversy so far abandoned, that Univer- 
salists no longer find an opponent among Limitari- 
ans ? orif this be the fact, are they so inured to 
the service, and so eager for conquest, that they 
must contend ? Who does not feel satisfied, that 
on the subject of future limited punishment, little 
can be done, that has not already been done ?— 
And even if more could be effected, aud bui a sin- 








It would at least prevent members of 
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gle shade of uncertainty still remain, every dis- 
passionate man would view even that as little in- 
deed—unworihy of protracted strife among breth- 
ren. 

It should also be remembered, that this contro- 


-versy does not immediately concern the parties in 


dispute —It is in fact whether others will, or will 
not be punished after death. This is important, 
as it will serve to show us, that the moral habits 
of the disputants themselves, can in no sense be 
effected by what may, or may not be the condi- 
tion of any otber child of Adam. And surely it 
cannot be expected that the morals of others 
shonld be much concerned in such a dispute.— 
‘Their risible faculties may be excited—but, at the 
expense of such as dispute with the ‘ weak in 
faith.” 
MARCUS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
4 concise view of the first principles of Religton. 
(No.6. Continued from page 51.) 
Of the Attribute of Divine Justice. 


It will be recollected that in our last number|a curse to themselves. 


we suggested that with respect to mankind there 
were three ways only in which the obligation of 
justice could originate ; the firet, from the nature 
and relations of the human species, being what is 
commonly called natural justice; the second, 


from our receiving the kindness or assistance of|correct ? 


others ; and the third, from voluntary engage- 


ment, or covenant, usually called good faith.— 


The two first, being founded upon the wants and 
weaknesses of the human species, are wholly in- 
applicable to the Deity ; the third, may be consid- 
ered as applicable to the Supreme Being, but 
there is no difference of opinion as to this, as no 
one can doubt, that if God has made any cove- 
nants with, or promises to his creatures, they will 
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As the obligations of justice among mankind de- 
pend upon the nature and relations of the species, 
so the principle of justice, as applicable to God, 
must depend upon the nature of his attribute, 
and his relation to mankind.—This relation is 
that of the Creator to the creature ; of absolute 
dominion to absolute dependance ; of infinite 
power, wisdom, and goodness, to the weakness, 
wants, and frailties of human nature.—Between 
two such Beings, what principles of justice exist 
on the part of the Superior? It may, perhaps, 
be said that there is none at all, because the very 
existence of the creature being the gift of the 
Creator, the former can have no rights, and the 
latter can be subject to no obligation with respect 
to him ; that the Potter has power over the clay, 
and can mould it into vessels of honour or dishon- 
our, or in other words, that God could, consistent 
with the principles of justice, and to promote his 
own glory, create man for the very purpose of 
making him miserable. We do not, however, 
perceive how it can be reconciled to the princi- 
ples of justice for one Being to promote his own 
glory by creating other beings whose existence is 
Can it be consistent with 
the principles of justice, for one Being to pro- 
mote his own happiness at the expense of others ? 
And is the injustice the less, because he is the 
author of the existence of the latter, as well as of 
their misery ? Is not the reverse of this more 
Would not the injustice be the greater 
for that Being who was the cause of the existence 
of another to promote his own happiness at the 
expense of the offspring of his power ? 

Apply this doctrine tothe earthly parent ; would 
it not be monstrous to say, that as the child owed 
its existence to the parent, it would be perfectly 
just in the latter to promote his own glory at the 
expense of his offspring ; to make his own happi- 
ness consist in the misery and wretchedness of his 


. 


be fulfilled and performed in good faith. To doubt|child ? 


this, would be the height of impiety. 
What, then, is meant by the justice of God, 
about which so much is said? It is apparent that 


justice, as it is understood and applied among man- 


kind, is in no sense applicable to the Supreme Be- 


ing, except in the case of voluntary covenants, 


But the greater part of those who call them- 
selves Christians, are so in love with the doctrine 
of eternal misery, that they not only consider it 
consistent with the justice of God, but likewise 
with his infinite goodness and mercy, that for his 
own glory he has created myriads of beings for 


about which there can be no diversity of opinion.!the very purpose of making them miserable.— 
Itis no difficult matter to discover the source from| That must be a strange kind of mercy, which con- 


w ence the erroneous and absurd ideas which 


have prevailed upon this subject have originated, 


sists in bringing beings into existence for the sole 
purpose of rendering that existence a curse to 


and it is the same to which most other errors!them. 


upon religions subjects owe their origin—It is the 


practice of exhibiting God in the image of man, 


There is another point of view in which’ the 
attribute of Divine Justice may be considered : 


or, in other words, of applying to the Supreme |it isin the moral government of the universe.— 


Being the same principles, and even the same 


Even if it were admitted that it was perfectly right 


passions that belong to mankind ; the latter of|and just for the Creator to bring beings into exis- 


which arise from, and are a part of human nature, 
and the former depend upon the physical and moral 


tence for the express purpose of making them 
miserable, still, when he has made them and en- 


relations which subsist between the species.—|dowed them with certain faculties and powers, 


When the source of error is discovered, there is 
not uenally much difficulty in getting at the truth. 


moral, as well as physical, justice requires that 
they should be subjected to a moral government 
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and accountability corresponding with the nature 
of their moral faculties and powers. Cana good 
and just God subject his creatures to an accounta- 
bility which does not accord with the faculties and 
powers which he has given ? Can he require 
more of them than they are capable of performing? 
Can he panish them for acting in accordance with 
the moral principles of their nature with any more 
propriety or justice, than for being what be has 
made them ? 

There is another view of the moral government 
of God, with relation to the attribute of Divine 
Justice. It is, that a good and just Being must be 
impartial in the government of his creatures — 
As we attempted to demonstrate inthe last num- 
ber, the essential idea of justice is the equality or 
agreement of things, and partiality is a violation of 
this principle of equality.—Al) oppressive or se- 
vere laws are unjust ; why? because there is a 
disproportion or want of equality between the 
offence and the penishment. All partial laws are 
unjust. Why ? Because they operate unequally. 
But it is said that the Creator can do as he pleases 
with his creatures ; that he may require more of 
some, than of others, and that he may punish in 
some, the same acts which he pardons, in others. 
But the question is not whether he has power to 
do this, but whether it can be done consistent with 
his justice. Can there be two or more rules of 
moral government applied to the same beings in 
the same situation, which differ from each other, 
and all of them be just? This is impossible ; 
for as the cases are the same, the rule of govern- 
ment must be the same. If one rule is a proper 
and just one, and the punishment it prescribes is 
adapted to the crime, the others, so far as they 
differ from that, must be unsuitable and unjust.— 
Suppose the Legislature of this state were to make 
a law, that for the crime of burglary a certain class 
of citizens should be punished by fine, another 
class by whipping, and the residue, by imprison- 
ment in New-Gate ; would such a law be regard- 
ed as just? or would it be considered as a viola- 
tion of all principles, moral, as well as civil.— 
There can be no greater injustice than partial 
Jaws.—In human affairs this has been universally 
admitted among all peeps: and in all ages whether 
in the government of a nation, community, or 
a family.—It is Tyrants only, and those who have 
received the execraticn of mankind, who have 
made partial laws ; yet such is the moral govern- 
ment of his creatures which is generally ascribed 
to a God of infinite justice and mercy 


ORIGEN. 


——_- 


A certain Deacon, whose name is of no conse- 
quence, declared in company, that sooner than be 
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RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 
(Continued from page 79.) 


The reader having paid due attention to the in. 
troductory remarks in our last Number, will now 
ve prepared to attend to the illustration of the 
parable, which we have selected from the Gospel 
Herald. 

‘ There was a certain rich man, whieh was cloth- 
ed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day.’ 

‘The ‘certain rich man,’ is a figure of the 
Jews, who were represented by their hich priest, 
whose dress, composed of purple and fine linen, \4 
chosen by the Saviour to illustrate the parable. 
To * them were committed the oracles of God.’ 
Romans iii. 2. The Jews, or Israelites, were the 
peculiar people of God, in contradistinction to all 
the other nations which dwell on the face of the 
earth ; and their riches which they possessed, and 
which were withheld from the heathen nations, 
were spiritual, and are particularized in the book 
of Numbers, vi. 22—27. ‘ And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, and unto 
his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the 
children of Israel, saying unto them, ‘he Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee ; the Lord make his 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. And they shall put my name 
upon the children of Israel, and J will bless them.’ 
Exodus xx. 24. ‘An altar of earth thou shalt 
make unto me, and thou shalt sacrifice thereon thy 
burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sheep 
and thy oxen : In all places where I record my 
name, / will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.’ 

‘** The Jews, therefore, were emphatically rich 
in spiritual blessings ; and that they are prefigur- 
ed in the parable, representatively by their high 
priest, and he particularly described, is evident, 
from the account of his vestments, given in Exo- 
dus xxviii. 2, 4,5, 8, 15, &c. where it is specified 
of his garments, that they should be of ‘ purple, 
and fine twined linen.’ And the high priest being 
the representative of the people, is proved in the 
2ist and 29th verses. The phraseology of the 
parable, therefore, is illustrated, and its applica- 
tion to the Jews, in the character of their high 
priest, necessarily obvious. ‘ They fared sumpiu- 
ously,’ in spiritual things, ‘ every day.’ 

‘ And there was a certain beggur, named Laza- 
rus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores.’ 

‘* The phraseology of this verse of the parable, 





saved by the doctrine of Universal Salvation,' 
which brought ali on an equal footing before God, | 
he would take his chance of one in a thousand. —' 
Did the tender charities of life take up their abode 
with him? N. Y. Gos. Herald. 


‘nations. 


is in aremarkable manner explanatory, in its fig- 
ures of the person, who is the figure of the Gentile 
As the rich man is the representative of 
the Jews, 20 the beggar is the representative of 
the Gentiles. And the contrast in their conditions, 
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with respect to their spiritual riches and knowl- ing spirit. 


edge of their heavenly Father, is designated and 
explained in the strongest possible terms. It is 
declared, not that the beggar of his own accord, 
voluntarily went and laid himself at the rich man’s 
gate, but that he was faidthere. This figure is 
descriptive of the condition in which the provi- 
dence of God placed the Gentiles. Solomon says. 
- Wisdom crieth in the openings of the gates ;’ 
but it is ‘in the city that she ulfereth her words.’ 
The beggar, or Gentiles, were placed without the 
gate, at a distance, and poor indeed, as respected 
their knowledge of the revelation of God. Paul, 
in his Epistle to the Ephesians, xi. 12. describes 
the poverty of tithe Gentiles, and declares of them, 
respecting their condition previous to their ob- 
vaining knowledge of the salvation of God, ‘ That 
at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, (lying at the 
rich man’s gate,) and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, (desiying to be fed. 
with crumbs, &c.) and without God in the world.’ 
Paul's account isin perfect harmony with the par- 
able. 

‘* Although pride, which is inherent in the 
breasts of all men, might induce the Gentiles to 
boust of their pre eminence, still the insufficiency 
of their dark and doubtful state would, unwished, 
crowd upon their minds, and uncertainty relative 
to their origin and future destination, give birth to 
a curiosity and solicitude, they neither could sup- 
press, nor command. They were, therefore, 
poor, and blind, and naked ; destitute of hope, and 
without any God, save the creature of their imagi- 
nations, whe was gendered in fear, and whose fan- 
cied existence served only to perpetuate their 
bondage and make them miserable. In this chaos 
of doubt, this dark delirium of uncertainty, they 
would receive with avidity even the ‘ crumbs 
which fell from the rich man’s table.’ The pro- 
portion which the smallest crumb bears to the 
plentiful provision which is furnished for the sub- 
sistence o: a family, is far greater, than was the 
knowledge of the Gentiles, compared to the 
smallest portion of the revelation which Gud made 
of himseli to the Jews, the ‘ rieh man.’ 

* Moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores.’ 

‘* There is an apparent incongruity in this phra- 
seology when considering in connection, the figure 
with the thing personated orintended. The word 
dogs, occurs szx times in the New Testament. See 
Matthew vi. 6, aiid xv. 26, 27.—Mark vii. 28.— 
Luke xvi. 21.—Phil. iii. 2.—Rev. xxii. 15.—The 
word dogs, as first quoted, was evidently used by 
Christ to designate unbelievers. The second, xv. 


26. we think is a pointed allusion to the Gentiles ; 


to one of whom Christ then addressed himself 
The quotation from Mark, &c. is the same; and 
the woman is declared to be a Greck. That in 
Luke, is the subject under consideration. In 
Phil. we think Paul intended by dogs, unbeliev- 


The passage in Rev. we think unques-. 
tionably applies, from its connexion, to all perse- 

cuting unbelievers; who are without faith io 

Christ. The preceding verse speaks of entering 

into the city (the New Jerusalem,) through the 

gates. ‘These gates are twelve in number, and we 

prezume, are figurative of the twelve apostles of 
Christ; and entering through the gates, of believing 

through the instrumentality of the preaching of 
the apostles, &c. Consequently, from the general 
application made of the term, by our Saviour in 
the passages quoted, when he addressed the Greek 
woman, it is not only proper, but necessary to un- 
derstand the term in the parable as applicable to 
the Gentiles, of whom the Grecian and Roman 
philosophers, in particular, were, we think, allud- 
edto. The fact, that a dog licking a sore, or wound, 
is beneficial, and gives momentary reliet to the 
sufferer, is lilustrative of the figure in the para- 
ble. ‘The writings of Socrates, Plato, and Sene- 
ca, and others, may be considered as affording a 
partial satisfaction to that curiosity inherent in all 
men, respecting their origin and destination. And 
the inquietude, the certain consequence of igno- 
rance and idolatry, and which was the companion 
of the poor man, or Gentiles, received at least but 
an uncertain and momentary relief from the con- 


the ancient philosophers. 
(To be Continued.) 





The following extract, is from a Sermon, delivered by 
Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury, Mass. Text, Gal. 
iii. 8. And the scriptures foreseeing that God would jus- 
tify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
After illustrating “ the gospel preached unto Abraham,” 
in the most powerful and conclusive manner, and ably 
meeting those objections urged against the universal influ- 
ence of this gospel, in accomplishing the fulfilment of the 
divine promise, by blessing all the nations of the earth with 
all spiritual blessings io heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
our brother concludes. 


‘* My Friends. 


“« We have now ascertained what that gospel 
is, which the scriptures teach and support. We 
have seen too, how weak and filse are the objec- 
tions that are usually urged against it. 

** Why should we still oppose it? It is as 
plainly written on the tablets of our hearts, by 
the finger of God, as it is on the page of inspira- 
tion. It is the spirit of this gospel, and of this 
alone, which reigns, the same, in the hearts of all 
Christians. No matter what their creeds are, the 
moment they are brought into the liberty of the 
sons of God, their love and desires extend impar- 
tially to the whole human race. I appeal to all 
my Christian brethren, I care not what your de- 
nomination may be,—is it not so? Even now, 
when you approach the throne of grace, does not 
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tion,—the prayer for the salvation of all? At 
your firesides, or amidst the concerns of life, if 
but one thought of the consolations of the gospel, 
or of the glorious fullness of your Saviour, come 
across your mind, do not these strong, these un- 
bounded desires spring up within you, beseeching 
God to restore every soul to hotiness and happi- 
ness? Whencecomes this spirit? Isit the spirit 
of Truth, or the Devil ? Would to heaven, the 
poor, doubtingsaint would doubt no longer—could 
firmly believe what his God, who never deceives, 
is thus constantly teaching him by his spirit. 

For myself, | cannot conceive how we can have 
a disposition to oppose it; for it is certainly the 
only gospel that can satisfy—do not, for Christ’s 
sake, say the carnal heart—which can satisfy any 
Christian under heaven. When you hear a dif- 
ferent gospel, one that assures you that but a small 
part of mankind will finally be saved, can you say, 
Tam satisfied! Itisenough! No, no; the thought 





of the endless exclusion of your fellow-sinners 
from God and heaven, comes across you like the 
pangs we feel over a dying brother. You tera; | 
and plead for the salvation of all ; bat your inex-! 
orable creed says, No. Howcan I describe these | 
feelings 2? How shall I express this dreadful an-| 
guish of the good, but mistaken man? An emi- 
nent and pious divine, a believer in endless mise- 
ry, once concluded a sermon on that doctrine, by 
saying, ‘ I sink, I sink, under the awful weight of 
my subject! and I declare, when | see my friends, 
iny relations, the people of my charge, this whole 
congregation ; when I think that 1, that you, that 
we are all, threatened with the torments—I find in 
the thought a mortal poison, which diffuseth itself 
into every period of my life, rendering society 
tiresome, nourishment insipic, pleasure disgustfal, 
and life itself a cruel bitter.’* But, good God! 
are these the boasted joys of the true gospel of 
Jesus Christ? Is the teaderest mercy, that heav- 
en has ever manifested to the world, so cruel as 
this ? 

‘* My friends, is not this gospel, too, the only 
one which our Maker has constituted our very 
natures capable ofenduring ? The whole human 
family is connected ; we are all brethren. We 
have all the same Father, for one God hath crea- 
ted us. Strike but one member of this great fa- 
mily, and the unalterable law of our nature is 
such, that many others must feel the blow.—As- 
sign one individual to endless torment, and you 
will quickly behold some heart-broken father, or 
mother, or brother, or sister, or some other dear 
friend, whose peace you have blasted for ever. 
We ourselves all have our circles of relatives or 
friends, whem we love, and to whom God has 
bound our hearts. Bring us now any other gos- 
pel, convince us that even one ont of these dear 
circles, is probably hastening to an eternity of 
anguish, and we ourselves are but miserable 
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wretches for life, even though our own salvation 
wereinsured. Fathers and mothers, look on your 
families, and select the dreadful victim ; young 
men and maidens, look around on the lovely cir- 
cle of your youthful companions, and while 
your hearts glow, and your countenances beam 
with one common transport, prepare to resign 
them over to endless pain ; ye aged, trembling 
and decrepid, come, tell us which of those who 
have supported you in your helplessness, shall 
lull you to repose, in the vales of heaven, by their 
unceasing groans and cries of despair ; neighbors, 
who have lived together in mutual satisfaction, for 
ten, twenty, or thirty years, and visited each oth- 
ers’ houses in many an hour of joy, and in seasons 
of distress,—ye, who have mingled tears togeth- 
er, say, how would you fee! in the prospect of an 
eternal separation ? 

‘** But why should I longer withhold the affect- 
ing truth? O, my friends, we ourselves are all 
mourners! Our friends sleep under the clods of 
the valley. Our fathers and mothers, alas, where 
are they ? Our brothers and sisters, too, our com- 
panions, and some of our dear children, we shall 
behold on earth no more ; and where are they ? 
Oh, is it for such as we, to despise the only gospel 
which brings us an assurance of meeting them all 
again,—of meeting them in in a happier world ? 

‘* My brethren, this gospel is like the rain-bow 
that was setin the retiring clouds after the flood : 
it extends across all the storms of human afflic- 
tion, and is a sure pledge of fairer and brighter 
scenes tocome. May all flesh behold it together, 
and all hearts rejoice in the salvation of the Lord, 
Amen.” 





FOR THE INQUIRER, 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
IN DANBURY, CONNECTICUT. 
Coustitution and Articles of Faith for the First Uni- 
versalist Society in Danbury. 


PREAMBLE. 

With a view to extend those principles which 
teach men to love God, with the whole heart, and 
their neighbour as themselves, and with gratitude 
to our Heavenly Father, that we are permitted to 
worship him agreeably to the dictates of our own 
conscience, and looking for his assistance and pro- 
tection, We the undersigned do hereby agree to 
unite and form ourselves into a RELIGIOUS COMPACT, 
under the name of the First Universalist Society 
in Danbury, professing to believe in the gospel 
preached to Abraham, and the better to accom- 
plish the same, We, whose names follow, do vol- 
untarily subscribe to the following Constitution 
and Articles of Faith. 

PROFESSION OF BELIEF. 
Article 1. We believe that the Scriptures of 


the Old and New Testaments, contain a revela- 
tion of the character of God, and of the duty, inter- 
est, and final destination of mankind. 
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Art.2. We believe that there is one God, 
whose Nature is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by one Holy Spirit of Grace ; who will 
finally restore the whole family of mankind to ho- 
liness and happiness. 

Art.3. We believe that holiness and true hap- 
piness are inseparably connected, and that BE- 
LinvEKS ought to be careful to maintain order, and 
to practice good works, for these things are good 
and profitable unto men. 

{Then follows the constaTuT10N, containing THIRTEEN 
Sections, which being of a local nature, anda great part 
of which, being common to all societies, we omit, the 
smallness of our paper not justifying their insertion.—Ep. | 

The Articles of Faith, and the Constitution are signed, 

Per order of 
Esenezer NIcHOLs, 
Wma. Parcu, 

Wma. Peck, | 

SteeHen Grecory, 

Ina R. Witpman, 
Tuomas P. White, Secretary. 


Executive Com- 
| mittee. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 


A very interesting and instructive Sermon has 
lately been published by the Rev. Thomas Gray, 
of Roxbury, Mass. giving a concise general view 
of the different systems of religious faith at present 
received among us, and showing how far, and in 
what respects, they differ from each other. 

In this Sermon, is given the following brief out- 
line of the character of John Calvin, collected 
from authentic documents. 

[After speaking of the general character of Carvin, 
as a man of genius, learning, &c. and observing that his 
disposition was by nature, sterp, bard, and unrelenting—a 
man of strong feelings, and invincible in his prejudices— 
aad who considered that power and chastisement were the 
most successful weapons to cure heresy, he concludes. } 


It was under this delusion that he so managed 
as to have preferred to the inquisition certain char- 
ges of heresy against Michael Servetys, a learned 
Spanish Physician, for advocating Unitarianism, 
which caused him to be persecuted, his estate con- 
fiscated, and himself condemned to be burnt alive 
by aslow fire. But, finding means to escape from 
Vienna, and passing through Geneva, where he 
kept himeelf concealed for some hours, in his flight 
to Naples, the object of his destination, Calvin, 
by some means, obtained information of the fact, 
and prevailed so far with the government there, 
as to have him seized, tried, and condemned, as a 
blasphemer, denying the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and publicly burnt alive, in the 44th year 
of his age. During his imprisonment, he was 
treated with the utmost harshness. His prison 
was loathsome with filth. In his petition for the 


remonstrance was disregarded. On the day of his 
execution he was brought forth. ‘* When bound 
to the stake, he had an iron chain and a strong cord 
passed several times round his neck. His book, 
which he had published, was fastened to his thigh. 
He requested the executioner not to torment him 
long. The fire was applied, but the pile was so 
scanty, of green oak branches, with the leaves 
still green upon them, intermixed with smaller 
kindJings, that he lingered a long time in torment, 
crying out, like Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 
with a piercing voice, ‘Son of the eternal God, 
have mercy upon me!’* His faith was, to the 
last, unshaken by his sufferings. And, at length, 
some of the spectators, out of compassion, threw 
faggots upon him to put an endto his miseries. : It 
was half an hour before he expired’’—the first 
Protestant martyr. 

But the enmity of Calvin was not satiated by the 
sacrifice of its victim. He disguised not that he 
caused his death, and adds as follows :—-‘* That 
idle blockheads may not boast of the mad obstina- 
cy ofthe man, as if he died a martyr, there appear- 
ed in bima brutish stupidity ;” he did net retract 
his heresy, ‘‘ from which any one may easily con- 
clude there never was any thing serious in his re- 
ligion ;”’ though his bitterest enemies not once 
questioned his morals or sincerity. ‘* From the 
time his sentence of death was annonnced to him, 
he would remain like one stupid, only bellowing 
out, in the Spanish fashion ‘ Mercy! Mercy !’’’* 

_— 

PRAYER. 
“ Twill, therefore, that men pray everywhere, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” 

1 Timothy, ii. 8. 
Much is said at the present day, on the necessi- 
ty, as well as onthe propriety of Prayer. We 
are well persuaded of its salutary effects on the 
human heart, and join with the Apostle, and all 
our Christian brethren, in commending prayer to 
the children of men. But while we thus com- 
mend it, we feel an anxious desire, that the nature 
of prayer be understood. 

Prayer, is the lifting up the desires of our hearts 
to God.—It is asking—requesting—or supplicat- 
ing the Divine Being to grant us what we need 
both for the body and for the soul. 

Prayer originates from two things—First, From 
want in the creature, accompanied by the knowl- 
edge, that it is not within the compass of his pow- 
er to supply that want—and, Secondly, That the 
Being, or person, whom we ask, or supplicate. 
possesses the power of granting the request—and 
with that power, a willingness to bestow the need- 
ed favor.—What is-called the spirit of prayer, is 
a realizing sense of our needy and helpless state 
—either temporally or spiritually, which inclines 
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us reverentially to bow before that power, who alone can 
supply our wants. 

While the Apostle exhorts us to pray, he informs, as to 
the state, or frame of mind in which we should pray, viz. 
without wRATH or DovBTING.—-It surely does not become 
helpless and dependant beings—-whese hearts ought to be 
clothed with humility--to supplicate a favor, or mercy, 
with bosoms burning with wrath, and anger, toward some 
offending fellow-being. In the prayer taught by the Re- 
deemer, we are enjoined to pray to God to forgive us our 
trespasses, and sins. In order for that prayer to have a 
salutary effect in us, every degree of wrath, il] will, or un- 
merciful feeling must be eradicated from the heart, and in 
proportion as we rise above these, so shall we enjoy the di- 
vine forgiveness and tender mercies of our God.-——The 
Saviour hath sct us a noble example, when expiring on the 
Cross—his last breath was drawn out, in this admirable 
prayer—Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.--stephen followed the example of his Master——he 
feil under the stones of his murderers, saying--Lord lay not 
this sin to their charge.—If professors of religion could feel 
thie spirit, and could thus pray, how much heart burning 
and evil speaking would be avoided. 

We are to pray without powsTinG.—To comply with 
tis exhortation, we must have the fullest assurance resting 
upon our minds, that God is able to do unto us, and for us, 
more exceedingly and abundantly than we in weakness 
are able to ask, think, or conceive. Not only able, but 
perfectly willing, to forgive our sins—remove our trans- 
gressions, and give us peace.—And we must be assured, 
that the thing asked for, is perfectly consistent with H1s 
holy will and pleasure. 

We now solemnly inquire of our brethren professing re- 
higion, of whatever name or denomination—Do you obey 
the injunction of the Apostle ?—Do you pray without 
wrath, malice, or il] will in your hearts ?—Do you pray 
without a DOUBT, being assured that God will answer your 
petitions ?—Remember, whatever is not of FAITH is sin 
—every degree of powst will render your prayers less ac- 
ceptable, and salutary. You often pray for the salvation 
of ALL MANKIND—Do you pricy in faith, nothing doubt- 
mg 

Brethren, we beseech you to reflect a moment, and think 
what happiness—what real pleasure 18 provided in the 
heart by the prayer of faith—When parents pray for their 
children—Children for their parents—Brothers for sisters 
—sisters for brothers--Christians for the ignorant, and 
those who are ont of the way—believing that He, that 
heareth and answereth prayer, will grant the petition—- 
save ALL--ALUL——from sin and moral defilement, and satis- 
fy the benevolent and affectionate desires of your SouLs. 
When we are able thus to pray, then shall we realize the 
truth of the Divine testimony, that prayer for the salvation 
of all mankind, is not only good, but also acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour, ** Who will have all men to 
be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 


WONDERFUL CALCULATION. 


Missionaries.—-In a paper called the Boston Recorder, a 
very sensible and pious writer takes occasion to explain 
the deplorable situation of the heathen, and calls loudly on 
the rich to bestow a porticn of their wealth to raise an ar- 
my of Missionaries, to accomplish the great work of refor- 
mation, and for this purpose he submits a plan to raise the 
ways and means, which is worthy the attention of all abie 
financiers. He calculates that there are eight men in Bos- 
ton worth a million of dollars, which he taxes one-tenth, 
and thus raises $800,000. He proceeds to graduate the 
wealth ofthe inhabitants of that city, and by the same ratio 
raises in Boston $4,891,000. Ele then levies his taxes in 
every town in Maine and Massachusetts, and collects up- 
wards of furty-four millions of dollars; and pursuing the 
same plan throughout every State in the Union, he is so 
bappy as iv collect om paper the immense sum of $7418,323,- 


000; asum which the writer puts at interest at four and 
a half per cent. and raises an annual sum of 34 millions.~- 
He then devcloes bis great plan, which is to support and 
educate SIXTY THOUSAND foreign and TWO | HOU- 
SAND domestic missionaries, and (TEN THOUSAND 
schoolmasters, et cetera, et ceicra. Now, it may be sup- 
posed that this is a wild and erratic project; but the wn- 
has no such idea; he is serious in his plans, and thinks 
they can be accomplished! O fempora ! UO mores! 
Prov. Patriot. 
— 
QUERY. 

Iy the impartiality of the divine Being is manifested ia 
the Calvinistic creed, which teaches us that God, from all 
eternity elected some to everlasting life, and reprobated 
others, who are no more sinful than they, to a state of end- 
|less misery, we ask whether this does not say, that, if the 
|Creator had graciously predestinated all men to glorify 
jhim ina state of holiness and happiness, he would then have 
| manifested himself to be a most partial Being ? 

Bost. Univer. Mag. 








TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have received a line from a person, signed W. in- 
forming us of acircumstance which took place in a certain 
CHAPEL, the second sabbath in this month. We should 
have been happy to have granted his request, had he been 
so good as to have given his name, that we might have 
known to whom to look for proof, if called upon. The 
Editor of the ‘“ Inquirer,’’ is determined to expose to 
view ‘* SPIRITCAL INIQUITY,” wherever he finds it, and 
to make such remarks upon it, as he believes will be con- 
ducive to the good of society, and promote the cause of 
rational religion, by delivering the mind from the cunning 
craftiness of those who lay in wait to deceive. 

He will ever present bis thanks to all who 4re disposed 
to assist him by their communications in the good cause of 
Universal benevolence, and will ever comply with their re- 
quests, when he can do it with propriety. But as he is 
determined to avoid all party, or sectarian rancour, that 
will tend to useless discussions, so also is he determined 
not to admit any thing as matter of fact, without knowing 
on whom he shall call for proof, if it should be questioned. 

The circumstances mentioned by ‘* W.”’ are becoming 
quite common—though not generally so pointed as the one 
he alludes to. It seems, the only way now left to awaken 
the mind to religion, is by sending some departed friend or 
neighbor to hell, and to represent them with *‘ HELL 
FIRE” streaming off their fingers, &c. &c. We have not 
the least doubt of the correctness of the statement furnish- 
ed by W. but it comes from a place, which, notwithstand- 
ing its great piety and religion, has some inhabitants, so 
earnestly engaged in defending the cause of ETERNAL, 
CRUEL, and UNMERCIFUL punishment, that they will, for 
the sake of proving this point—commit forgeries, and 
make false statements, for the sake of misleading and 
drawing others into difficulty.—If W. had reflected a mo- 
ment he would have seen, “if a friend,” it would have 
been proper to have given his name-—lIf an “‘ BNEMY,”’ he 
will be disappointed. We then say, to our readers and 
correspondents—while we shall be glad to receive com~ 
munications from them, tearing the veil from the face ot 
HYPOCRISY, and DECEPTION, when things are stated as 
facts, we shall expect their names, which will be safe with 
us. Weshall pursue a steady course, and not admit any 
thing for which we shall have cause, hereafter, to be sorry, 
if in our power to prevent it. 
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FUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT $1! PER ANN. IN AB- 
VANCE, A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE. 


For Sale at this Office.—Mr. Ballou’s Catechism, by the 
dozen or single. Our friends in the country supplied on 
the most reasonable terme. 
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